XII
THE FLIGHT OF THE
"ILIA MOUROMETZ" TO KIEV
SHORTLY after midnight late in June, I arrived
on the field, The other members of the crew were
already there. They were Lieutenant Lavrov, who
acted as navigator and co-pilot; Captain Prussis, second
pilot, and my mechanic, V. Panasiuk. The plane was
loaded more than ever before. Besides filling the tanks
to capacity, we took additional fuel and oil in con-
tainers which were placed in the cabin. We also
brought pumps and hoses to send the fuel from the
cabin containers to the main tanks, as well as an extra
propeller, various spare parts and tools. The night was
clear, with no wind. We checked the fuel, looked over
the plane and then went into the cabin and started the
motors. About i a.m. the horizon became visible. In
order to adjust the engines carefully for full power we
placed in front of the wheels some blocks which were
just thick enough to hold the ship with engines running
at full power, while some twenty men stood behind
the wings. We went into the cabin, the engines were
started, and in a few minutes they were warm enough
so that I could move the throttle lever to full power
position. Using a flashlight I looked over each of the
lour tachometers and then gave the signal. Pushed by
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